G FW GFWC New England Region CALL
117" NER Annual Meeting/Conference

. @51, 1890 m—

GENERAL FEDERATION Friday, Saturday, and Sunday ~ September 25-27, 2026
« OF WOMEN'S CLUBS DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Boston-Milford
NEW ENGLAND REGION 11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA 01757

Donna M. Shibley, NER President

Kindness in Action: Hearts for Service, Hands for Purpose

Conperence Theme: MNade in MNadyachudets

Jen Nowak, Conference Chair 413.535.9083 | jwnowak@charter.net

Special Highlights («» We Need Your Help

v' GFWC International Day of Service (IDS) Collection
~ each state will be asked to contribute to the overall
region donation for New Hope, Inc. Attleboro, MA.
(State Presidents have this information.)

GFWC International President Wendy Carriker
will join us all weekend and on Saturday night will share
her vision of the Administration.

GFWC President-elect Jolie Frankfurth will join us all v GFWC Affiliate and NER President’s Project March
weekend and we will hear from her on Sunday morning. of Dimes ~ each attendee is asked to explore the
Hank Phillippi Ryan, USA Today bestselling and multi- Amazon wish list made especially for our group at
award-winning author will join us at our Saturday lunch this Conference and contribute (see page 4 for
banguet. You don’t want to miss her presentation. details). With donated items, we will assemble

Ted Reinstein, journalist, author will join us at our welcome bags for moms of preemie newborns
Friday night banquet. Our country’s 250" Anniversary is which will be donated to South Shore Hospital, MA.
the topic. Please consider donating to this cause.

Slide, Stomp, and Spin Fun Night, all invited hosted by v' Become a Friend of NER ~ for a nominal fee, you
GFWC MA Junior Membership, join us Friday night for can become a supporter of your beloved New

Line Dancing with Yasmin. England Region and have your name highlighted in
GFWC Volunteers in the Spotlight, all invited to Beth’s the program booklet (see page 6 for details).
Karaoke/Dance on Saturday night. Join with friends, sing v’ State Raffle Baskets for NER fundraising ~ each
solo, cheer on performers, dance to your favorite hits. state is asked to bring a basket highlighting their

state. (State Presidents have this information.) We
hope our attendees will take chances on this raffle.

Host Hotel ~ What to Know v Proposed Standing Rules will be sent 30 days prior
Use link on the GFWC MA website ~ www.gfwcma.org to the Conference.
Look for Events/NER Conference v’ Challenge ~ What can attendees do? Invite and
Dates ~ Fri /Sat/Sun, September 25-27, 2026 bring a club member who has never been to a GFWC
Room rate ~ $189 + tax - includes parking NER Conference. Special prizes for new attendees.

Deadline to book ~ 8/27/2026 We are hoping to increase our attendance by 20%.

Thursday Night: Pre-Conference Get Together and BINGO Bandwagon
For those attendees checking into the hotel early, you are welcome to join our GFWC Officers, NER
Officers and Massachusetts State Leaders for dinner (meet at the restaurant at 6:30pm)
at the Rail Trail Flatbread Company, 223 Main St, Milford, MA 01757
Arousing game of friendly BINGO will commence in the hotel dining area starting at 9:00pm.
Let’s support the NER President’s Project March of Dimes.
Daubers and BINGO cards will be available for an entry fee to support the cause.




» OF WOMEN'S CLUBS

wmaomsos Join, Feffow Attendees por FUN on Friday!

Milford Historical Museum Tour Lunch on Your Own ~
: A Few Options in Milford

9:30 am Departure

. v" Read Heat Tavern ~ 124 Medway Road
30 School St. Milford
¥v" Monarca Taqueria ~ 206 E. Main Street
v/ Rail Trail Flatbread ~ 223 Main Street
Explore our local heritage! The Milford Historical v Depot Street Tavern ~ 45 Depot Street
Commission invites you to a free tour featuring one of
the country's finest Civil War artifact displays, town v' The Garden Restaurant ~ 138 S. Main Street
memorabilia, and genealogy archives. v" Nelly’s Sandwich Shop ~ 113 Central Street
Logistics: Meet in the hotel lobby at 9:30 AM to carpool .
v ~
over for the 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM visit. Parking is Five Guys ~9 Medway Road
available on-street or in the library lot, 2™ left past
Memorial Hall. No limit to attendees.
Hammer Your Heart Out!
10 - 11am ~ Regency III
Assemble our Donations Craft your own stunning note cards using the
Join fellow Conference attendees to assemble our fascinating Hammered Flower technique with
March of Dimes (Amazon donations) and IDS local botanicals. Whether you're a seasoned
inﬂathﬂS (from ea.ch state). crafter or a total beginner, this step-by-step
Meet in Regency lll on Friday at 1:00pm. lesson by Patty will inspire your creativity.
Look for Marisa, Darlene, and/or Michele. Bring a hammer and cutting board, please.

This event requires pre-registration.

s, Didn'tget a spot? Stop by just

- pefore start time to see if any

openings have become available!
Registration Fee $10

Shopping Galore
The Wrentham Premium Outlets are located a quick
15 minute South on 495, exit 38, for plenty of shopping
choices.
Milford offers T.J. Maxx and HomeGoods for a quick
fix. 126-128 Medway Road

BLAST ~ “Become Leaders: Achieve, Spark, Transform” Leadership Workshop
1:30-3:00pm ~ Open to all Registered Attendees, prior registration encouraged ~ Norfolk Room (near pool)
Arlene Creedan, NER Vice President ~ Introductions and the BLAST Vision
Wendy Carriker, GFWC International President~ Build Leadership, and Encourage New Leaders

Jolie Frankfurth, GFWC President-elect ~ Connecting GFWC to Local Communities
Donna Shibley, NER President ~ Engagement and Recruitment % " # e
Maureen Provencal, NER Secretary ~ Present Like a PRO ks
Debbie Fiori, NER Treasurer ~ Special Recognition: Spread Kindness
We can’t wait for YOU to join us!

3 PM Executive Committee Meeting — Worcester Room | 4 PM Board of Directors Meeting — Norfolk Room




Who’s Who in GFWC

Wendy Carriker ~ GFWC International President

A dedicated clubwoman since 1985, Wendy has been involved in volunteer and
leadership opportunities throughout her community, North Carolina, and the
Southeastern Region.

Wendy was elected to the Mount Airy City Schools Board of Education in 1996, where
she served as Vice Chair (1996-2004), Chairman (2004-2018) and as an active
informed board member until her retirement in 2024.

Serving as GFWC Treasurer, GFWC Secretary, GFWC Second Vice President, GFWC First
Vice President, GFWC President-elect, Wendy has utilized her leadership and
organizational experiences in all that she accomplishes, including being a member of
the Strategic Planning Committee.

Under her administration, Carriker will lead a Board of Directors composed of Region Presidents, State/District of
Columbia Federation Presidents, Directors of Junior Clubs, Committee Chairmen, and appointees representing
more than 60,000 GFWC members in affiliated clubs across all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and more than a
dozen countries.

Jolie Frankfurth ~ GFWC President-elect

Jolie Frankfurth’s GFWC Path with Purpose began as an inaugural member of the
GFWC New Tampa Junior Woman’s Club in 1997. Her journey as a GFWC Officer
began in 2016 as GFWC Director of Junior Clubs. Jolie spent years as an advisor to the
GFWC New Tampa Juniorettes, which brings insight into how best to meet the needs of
future generations of leaders.

Serving as GFWC Treasurer, GFWC Secretary, GFWC Second Vice President, and as
GFWOC First Vice President, Jolie served as the project manager for the GFWC Learning
Gateway Series and the GFWC Learning Academy. She strengthened the use of
Honorary Chairmen to elevate our Special Programs and Community Service
Programs. She drew on her experience as an educator and her skills in program
planning, communication, technology, and branding to keep clubwomen connected.

Her leadership style fosters change, builds loyalty, and encourages others to participate in decision-making.

Donna Shibley ~ GFWC NER President

Donna Shibley began her Federation journey in 1988 as a member of the GFWC
Agawam Junior Women’s Club. While active in PTO’s, booster clubs, scouting, church
groups and global mission trips, her passion for community service always kept
GFWC foremost in her heart.

Donna steadily advanced through state leadership, serving as the GFWC MA Director
of Junior Clubs from 2018-2020 with the theme “GFWC Volunteers... Lighting the Way.”
She continued to serve GFWC MA in numerous chairmen positions and as State
President from 2020-2022 with the theme “Hearts and Hands for GFWC.”

For 16 years, Donna has been a dedicated member of the GFWC Board of
Directors. Her national Leadership roles include GFWC Fundraising Chairman (2014-2016), GFWC Meetings and
Convention Chairman (2016-2018), and GFWC Writing Contest Chairman (2022-2024) as well as Leadership and
Communications and Public Relations Committee member.

She is proud to serve as a mentor to many and deeply appreciates everything our clubwomen have to offer. As the
60th NER President, Donna sincerely thanks the GFWC New England Region for putting their trust in her hands.



Who and What To Know for this NER Conference

Hank Phillippi Ryan

Hank is the USA Today bestselling author of 17 thrillers, the 2026 Mary Higgins Clark Award winner, and now
nominated for the 2026 Anthony Award for Best Novel. Hank has won every major award in the mystery genre, with
her thrillers translated into multiple languages worldwide. Her fiction is inspired by a lifetime of investigating true
crime during her storied career as an on-air reporter for Boston’s WHDH-TV, where she was awarded multiple
honors for her groundbreaking journalism, including an unprecedented 37 Emmys. Her newest novel, Mother
Daughter Sister Stranger will be released September 1. She is always a favorite speaker.

Ted Reinstein

Ted is best known in New England as a journalist and reporter for “Chronicle,” Boston’s celebrated, and America’s
longest-running, locally-produced, TV newsmagazine. While he appears occasionally in the studio it’s out in the
field where viewers are most familiar seeing Ted. He’s found the offbeat, the unique, the moving, and the just plain
memorable, all while telling the enduringly colorful stories of the region’s people and places. Greetings from
Breed’s Hill and Other Stories of Fact & Folklore for the 250" will surely be timely and captivating. You don’t
want to miss it.

Slide, Stomp, and Spin Fun Night

Hosted by GFWC MA Junior Membership. All are invited to join us Friday Night after the Evening Banquet for Line
Dancing with Yasmin. No prior experience is necessary. Step-by-step directions will be given to help you slide, stomp
and even spin your way through energetic line dancing. Come and dance or come and cheer on the dancers. Just
come!

GFWC Volunteers in the Spotlight
All are invited to Beth’s Karaoke and Dance spotlight on Saturday night. Join your GFWC friends in song, sing solo,
cheer on performers, and dance to your favorite hits. This promises to be an exuberant evening.

GFWC Affiliate and NER President’s Project March of Dimes

The GFWC Affiliate and NER President’s Project, March of Dimes is the focus for this Administration. Each
attendee is asked to explore the Amazon wish list made especially for this Conference and contribute to the
overall goal. Wish list with items will be delivered to our project chair, Marisa Jablanski. Please add your
name/club to the “add gift options” ~ https://a.co/0hLhWC2P

With these contributed items, we will assemble welcome kits (our goal is 15 kits) for new moms of preemie
newborns which will be donated to South Shore Hospital, MA. Please consider donating to this cause. We will also
have a QR Code available for donations directly to March of Dimes.

Meet on Friday afternoon @ 1:00 pm in Regency Il to assemble our donations, look for Marisa.

GFWC Marketplace
GFWC Marketplace will send a sampling of GFWC branded products for your shopping pleasure. Sport your
emblematic wear proudly on Sunday. All purchases support GFWC and its mission.

New England Region and State Fundraising

NER will have a raffle table with state baskets. Take a chance on some state-themed prizes. We will have some
special items to sell.

ALl NER States will have their own fundraising table, and you will have the opportunity to shop, take a chance, all
while supporting all our sister New England Region states.

GFWC Massachusetts

The Massachusetts clubwomen are excited to welcome their GFWC National and New England Region Federation
sisters to the NER Conference in Milford, MA. Much attention to detail is being planned to make your stay
enjoyable, informative, relevant, and FUN! You won’t want to miss this Conference.



-, 117" New England Region Conference
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NEW ENGLAND REGION

g« GFWC

Friday ~ September 25, 2026

10:00am Tours/Activities/lunch on your own

10:00am Hammer Your Heart Out/Card Crafting with Patty (Regency lll)
12:30pm - 5:00pm  Registration Table open

1:00pm Assembly of March of Dimes and IDS donated items (Regency lll)

1:30pm - 3:00pm “BLAST” Leadership Workshop (Norfolk Room)
1:00pm - 5:00pm NER/State/Marketplace/Fundraising Tables Open (Regency lll)

3:00pm NER Officers/NER Parliamentarian Meeting (Worcester Room)

4:00pm NER Board of Directors Meeting (Norfolk Room)

5:30pm Social Gathering

6:00pm GFWC MA State Night Banquet ~ Legacy of Love and Leadership (Regency | and Il)

e Honoring Massachusetts Leadership
e Keynote Speaker ~ Ted Reinstein

9:30pm Fun Night, hosted by Junior Membership ~ Line Dancing w/ Yasmin (Regency lll)
Saturday, September 26, 2026

8:00am - 9:00am Registration Table Open

8:00am - 5:00pm NER/State/Marketplace/Fundraising Tables Open (Regency lll)

9:00am NER Business Session (Regency | and Il)

e Courtesies
e Standing Rules
e GFWC Program Presentations ~ Signature Program, Juniors’ Special Program,
Juniorettes, Fundraising
e 2026 LEADS Graduates
11:45am NER Business Reconvenes
noon NER Lunch ~ Hearts United in Service (Regency | and Il)
e Keynote Speaker ~ Hank Phillippi Ryan
e Workshop ~ Membership; Leadership; Communications and Public Relations
e GFWC Program Presentations ~ Legislation/Public Policy, Annual Giving
Program, Corporate Partners and Development

5:30pm Social Gathering
6:00pm NER Banquet ~ A Celebration of Service (Regency | and Il)

o Featured Speaker ~ GFWC International President Wendy Carriker
9:30pm Karaoke/Dance tunes w/ Beth

Sunday, September 27, 2025
8:30am - 9:30am Breakfast Buffet ~ Crafting a Better Tomorrow (Regency | and Il)
9:30am Business Reconvenes

e Featured Speaker ~ GFWC President-elect Jolie Frankfurth
Remembrance Ceremony
State Presidents and Director of Junior Clubs Panel
Invitation to the 2027 New England Region Conference
Closing



GFWC 117" New England Region Conference

est. 1890 Registration ~ Meals ~ Tours
GENERAL FEDERATION
« OF WOMEN'S CLUBS REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 9/9/2026

NEW ENGLAND REGION
*Please use a separate form per attendee*

Name: Email:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Cell Phone: Highest Office Held:

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE
Full Conference () $25
One Day ~ Fri. 9/25 Sat. 9/26 Sun. 9/27 () $15

Is this your First Time to Attend a New England Region Conference? (circle one)  YES or NO

MEAL SELECTIONS
Friday ~ GFWC Massachusetts State Night Banquet ~ A Legacy of Love and Leadership

Chicken Tuscany () $53

Pasta Primavera Aglio e Olie () $48
Saturday ~ Buffet Lunch ~ Hearts United in Service

Salad & Baked Potato Bar () $38
Saturday ~ GFWC New England Banquet ~ A Celebration of Service

Chicken Picata () $53

Eggplant Parmesan () $48
Sunday ~ Breakfast Buffet ~ Crafting a Better Tomorrow

Bountiful Breakfast Buffet () $35

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS:

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME: PHONE:

FRIEND OF NER (name highlighted in the program booklet) ~ $25 fee ( )%$25
MEMORIAL HALL TOUR ~ no fee (prior registration encouraged)

CARD MAKING (5 cards) ~ $10 fee (prior registration encouraged) ( ) $10
“BLAST” LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP ~ no fee (prior registration encouraged)
THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER ~ Rail Trail Flatbread 6:30 pm (prior registration a must)

TOTALENCLOSED $
Checks Payable to GFWC Massachusetts | Mail forms and check by 9/9/2026 to:
Martha Casassa, 5C Wildwood Lane, Sagamore Beach, MA 02562-2377 | labmom416@gmail.com
Cancellations on September 15, 2026 or later are non-refundable
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gl Lo Meal Descriptions ~ Suggested attire

NEW ENGLAND REGION

FRIDAY EVENING ~ A Legacy of Love and Leadership
SUGGESTED ATTIRE ~ Cocktail
Caprese Salad — tomato, basil, and buffalo mozzarella over arugula | Rolls and Butter
e Chicken Tuscany ~ GF lightly breaded chicken, topped with a light basil cream sauce, sauteed spinach,
chopped tomatoes and red onion. Roasted potatoes and chef’s choice vegetable
e Pasta Primavera Aglio e Olie ~ VVegetarian, Penne Pasta tossed with julienne vegetables, olive oil and fresh
garlic.
Chocolate Mousse Cake | Coffee and Tea Station

SATURDAY LUNCH BUFFET ~ Hearts United in Service
SUGGESTED ATTIRE ~ Business Casual
e Salad & Baked Potato Bar
Garden Salad ~ cherry tomatoes, cucumber, carrots
Grilled Chicken ~ marinated and sliced
Baked Potato ~ sour cream, butter, chopped broccoli, bacon bits, cheddar cheese, scallions
Desserts ~ assorted finger desserts | Beverages ~ soft drinks, bottled water, coffee and tea station

SATURDAY EVENING ~ A Celebration of Service
SUGGESTED ATTIRE ~ Cocktail
Harvest Salad - baby spinach, field greens, tomatoes, cranberries, raspberry vinaigrette | Rolls and Butter
e Chicken Picata ~ GF chicken breast, capers, lemon, white wine and butter. Chef’s selection of starch and
fresh seasonal vegetables.
e Eggplant Parmesan ~ vegetarian, served with pasta
Carrot cake with cream cheese frosting | Coffee and Tea Station

SUNDAY BRUNCH ~ Crafting a Better Tomorrow

SUGGESTED ATTIRE ~ Emblematic Travel Attire

e Bountiful Breakfast Buffet
Sliced fresh fruit display garnished with berries | Fluffy scrambled eggs | Crisp Bacon
Thick sliced French Toast with warm maple syrup | House made red bill breakfast potatoes
Assortment of fresh baked muffins, croissants, and pastries ~ butter and preserves
Chilled orange, cranberry & apple juice | Coffee and Tea Station

GFWC International Day of Service ~ 9.26.2025

- A The New England Region GFWC International Day of Service (IDS) Collection is
@w;;g;;;;n;mgg 13 happening this weekend. Each state is asked to contribute to the overall NER
Sanafire Dapres:

donation which will be donated to New Hope, Inc. in Attleboro, MA.
o Walk-In Emergency Response (Toiletry Kits) ~ for immediate use by clients
who walk into New Hope's main office in crisis.

NER State Presidents | ®© Shelter Support & Enrichment ~ New Hope’s emergency shelter houses up
have this information 14 individuals/families/and their pets). They have requested self-care art
~ reach out to them supplies and a variety of toys, games, and educational items for the shelter's

to assist. playroom.

A representative will be ready to accept our donations! | Has your State or Club signed up yet?



